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“When you're really hungry, my parents told me as a
child, *you'll eat just about anything,” recollects
Somtita Urni Ganguly. In her Introduction to this
anthology, Somrita writes, “Food has been at the
centre of our literature from the time we started
recording our thoughts. Our language is too full of
metaphors for eating. The greatest epics ever told -
both religious and secular, oral and written — have
invested long verses on food: its politics, its culture,
and its identity, Turkish delights from 7he Chronicles
of Narnia, butterbeer from Harry Potter, the
elaborate suppers in Enid Blyton, and the mad
Hatter’s tea-parties have fired the imagination of
children and adults alike.”

Throwing light on the inception of this
anthology, Somrita admits, “Many months ago, a
poet from Ghana told me that I write deliciously
about food. This book of poems germinated from
that generous comment.” However, she also adds
that the volume is rooted in our present moment
because “we are living in times when people are
increasingly coming under the scanner for their
cating habits as they try to fight against the tyranny
of imposed food choices.”

Quesadilla and Other Adventures is a
collection of over sixty oven-fresh, hand-selected
contemporary poems on food from Ghana, Iceland,
India, Nigeria, Spain, UAE, UK, and USA: free-
range, reared with care and tenderness, and written
with love,
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